Mnited Dtates Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

February 14,2017

Thomas E. Price, M.D.

Secretary

U.S. Department of Health & Human Services
200 Independence Avenue, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20201

Dear Secretary Price,

As senators representing rural states, we look forward to working with you this Congress to ensure access to
quality care and to protect the viability of facilities in rural America. Almost ninety percent of our nation is
geographically rural, with 20 percent of the population living outside urban areas, often miles away from a health care
practitioner.

We appreciate your focus on rural America and look forward to working with you and President Trump to
strengthen access to health care services in vulnerable rural communities across the country. Health care is constantly
evolving in our country, and rural providers, patients, and facilities need reliable partners at all levels in order to be
successful.

Rural hospitals play a critical role in communities across this country. In addition to providing health care
services to surrounding communities, hospitals are often one of the main employers. It is critical we work together as
Republicans and Democrats to ensure these hospitals are able to continue to provide care.

We recognize that providers need to adapt to changes in the delivery of health care. We are encouraged by
innovations we have seen in our states as providers test new care models and technologies like telehealth and remote
patient monitoring. We know you will find bipartisan interest in supporting these types of innovations, and we look
forward to working with you to improve our health-care system. We recognize the importance of tackling this issue in a
fiscally responsible way but believe investments in rural America yield substantial returns on investment.

As you take on this new leadership role at HHS, we request that you work with us to ensure that the federal
government does not act as an impediment to providing health care in rural communities. Overreaching and onerous
regulations from Washington disproportionately harm rural America. We believe that together we can enact and
implement effective policies that help providers innovate in care delivery and enable them to make efficient use of
available resources.

We hope you remain dedicated to ensuring all Americans—no matter where they live—have access to quality,
affordable care. We look forward to continuing to work with you as we move forward to improve health care in rural

America.
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